Minutes of Wellington Region Committee, 9 June 2026
Petone Community House, 6 Britannia Street, Petone

Present: Joy Tracey, Janet Gootjes, Elaine Lethbridge, Lesley Campbell, Lynne Scott, Debbie Stephens, Brenda Vale.
1. Apologies: Elaine Laidlaw
2. Bereavements: None
3. Minutes of previous meetings
These were passed as a true record (Joy Tracey/Debbie Stephens)

Matters arising
It was agreed these would be dealt with under agenda items.

4. Reports
a) Correspondence
The report raised the issue of trialling Book 55. There was concern as to whether the whole committee should have been involved in the decision to take part in trialling the allotted Book 55 dances, however it was noted that the dances were complicated so those involved would be by invitation only. The dances cannot be circulated. (see item 9).
b) Treasurer’s Report
· The Treasurer talked to the circulated report noting various items:
· The Treasurer proposed moving the money in the HCH account into general expenses. The HCH account is little used with only five hard copies being printed. The HCH account will be renamed and used for RSCDS fees.
· No reimbursement was required for the Early Dances Day tea as region supplies were used. Those involved were thanked for the baking they supplied.

The Treasurer’s report and suggested changes were accepted (whole committee). The payments outlined were agreed (Elaine Lethbridge/Lesley Campbell).

c) Early Dances Day
This was a very successful event despite the bad weather that reduced numbers. There have already been expressions of interest in tutoring the 2027 Early Dances event. 

5. Future of Region Classes

Following a submission from Lower Hutt Club suggesting basics classes be moved to later in the year there was considerable discussion over the future of all three region classes. Two actions emerged.
· The feedback forms will be upgraded with tick-box options regarding preferences for frequency and time of holding classes.

· Contact will be made with Chilton St. James School to see if it is possible to hire its dance academy. The aim would be to hold all three region classes (basics, intermediate, advanced) on the same day, with two sessions perhaps a fortnight apart. This would allow people to move between classes if it was felt they had enrolled at the wrong level and would also simplify organisation of region classes. The NZ School of Dance was suggested as a possible alternative venue. 

6. Region Ball
	 
Scots College Hall has been booked for a reduced $500 fee for 19th September and an approach has been made to secure a four-piece band for the event. Region tutors will be approached to see who would be willing to brief a few dances but there is no fee for doing this. 

The event needs to be advertised very soon and should indicate use of local musicians.

Scots College Pipe Band will be approached to see if they could cater the supper as a Band fund-raiser.

7. Dancing Achievement Awards
The committee felt the region had an interest in supporting these and could target intermediate dancers. However, it was felt useful to find out who might be interested and at what level, and what the associated costs would be. 

8. Hogmanay
It was felt Hogmanay might not go ahead this year as at present there is no-one to organise it. However, further investigation will be made by approaching suitable people who might wish to be involved in its organisation.

9. Trialling Book 55 dances
This will go ahead on the afternoon of June 14th at the Pipe Band Hall, Redwood Station for a group of invited participants.

10. Andrew Nolan’s Wellington class
This will take place Wednesday 24th March 2027, 7.00-9.30pm. The class would be targeted at intermediate and up dancers. Knox Hall will be approached to see if it is available, or if not the hall where Lower Hutt Club dance. The suggested cost was $5/head and there would need to be pre-registration. 

11. AOB
· Disappointment was expressed that live music for Early Dances Day had been cancelled but was done as registration numbers were low and the aim is for region events to break even.
· It was noted that the 2027-28 Summer School fund-raising ceilidh should not be advertised as a region event, since it is NZ Branch that oversees the running of Summer School. 
· Following the Ngaio Dance something on dancing etiquette will be included in the President’s report for Harbour City Happenings.


The meeting closed at 9.28pm.



